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Abstract. Volyn region, western districts of which became a place for a constant combat struggle
starting from 1915, severely suffered during the World War I. The region was crowded by the
militaries from both sides, and this reflected on the condition of the locals. On the other hand,
several military operations conducted in Volyn region have been eternalized in the military craft
handbooks. Purpose of the research is to conduct assessment of the World War I events as to their
impact on the separate region, in particular — Volyn region, and to trace the course of episodes of
the Great War during, first of all, 1915-1916, a period when Volyn finally entered the theatre of the
combat actions. Research methodology is based upon the general methods of analysis, synthesis,
and generalization. It is also based upon the principles of critical analysis of archive and documentary
sources and methods of comparative analysis of the sources and historiography. Scientific novelty
is in the fact that the authors confirmed the general tendencies of how the World War I deployed
in Volyn region and formulated the peculiarities of the separate aspects of the military events
occurring there during 1914-1916 (based on the little-known or even unknown documents from
the archives of the Volyn, Zhytomyr and Rivne region). Conclusions. Volyn region, which from the
beginning of the World War I received a frontline status, for several years became a place of, firstly,
active (1915-1916) and, then, permanent (1917-1918) combat actions. A considerable amount of
the local male population was conscripted to the Russian army, whereas most of the state authorities
of the western districts and local population were evacuated deeply into the Russian Empire. The
regional infrastructure was severely damaged, while most of the settlements in the area of the combat
actions were destroyed with local citizens being relocated to both sides of the front.

Keywords: Volyn, World War I, Lutsk (Brusilov’s) breakthrough, military operations.

Until summer of 1914 Volyn region was a part of Kyiv General Governance. On 23
August 1914, military situation was introduced there'. Because of this, offices of general
governor for Kyiv, Podillia and Volyn were cancelled, whereas Volyn region, together with
Podillia, Kyiv, Chernihiv, Kursk and Kharkiv regions, became a part of Kyiv military unit.
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Due to its geographical location, territory of Volyn region was under the authority
of the troops of the South-Western front, which was located between Ivanhorod (in the
south) and Kamianets-Podilskyi (in the north). N.Ivanov, artillery general, was appointed
as the chief of the front, to which 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 8th Armies were part®. Front’s head-
quarters were locate in Rivne.

The 3rd Army, led by infantry general N.Ruzskiy, and the 5th Army under the com-
mand of cavalry general P.Pleve were located directly on the territory of Volyn region. At
the beginning of the World War I, the 3¢ Army comprised the IX, X, XI and XXI corps
as well as 9th, 10th and 11th cavalry divisions with a total number of about 215 000 sol-
diers and officers. The Sth Army consisted of V, XXV, XVII and XIX corps as well as 1st
Don’s, 7th and consolidated cavalry divisions.

For this armies, the following location was determined: for the Sth — the region of
Chelm — Kovel — Volodymyr-Volynskyi; for the 3rd — the region of Lutsk — Dybno -
Kremenets. Army led by general N.Ruzskiy had to act in the following districts of Volyn re-
gion: Lutsk, Rivne, Dubno, Kremenets, Ostroh, Iziaslav, Novohrad-Volynskyi and Zhytomyr®.
In the tactical dimension, the 3rd Army was assigned to conduct attack on the territory of the
Eastern Halychyna together with the 8th Army of the cavalry general A Brusilov. The army
of the general Pleve was responsible for Volodymyr-Volynskyi and Kovel districts. Within the
offensive operation from the northern Volyn into the territory of Poland, Pleve’s army had to
act together with the 4th Army led by infantry general duke A.Zalts.

On 18-19 July 1914, mobilization manifesto was sent to Volynian district towns.
In this period, citizens of the frontline regions (in particular, Volyn and Podillia) became
the main source for Russian army staff. Local authorities widely used agitation materials
for propaganda of mobilization — they spread leaflets, brochures and, for those who were
illiterate, pictures and portraits. If only to take Pulmo area as of 1 October 1914, 139 men
were conscripted into the Russian army. The most of them were from Pulmets (22 peo-
ple), Pulmo (18 people), Pishcha (15 people) and Ostrivia (11 people)*.

In the first month of war, the royal army received nearly 7000 mobilized Volynians’.
That said, the following number of people was taken to the military service: from
Volodymyr-Volynskyi — 231 people; from Iziaslav — 5SS people; from Kovel — 350 people;
from Kremenets — 600 people; from Lutsk — 316 people for unqualified reserve; from
Novohrad-Volynskyi — 430 people; from Ostroh — 115 people; from Ovruch - 118 peo-
ple; from Starokostiantyniv — 106 people; from Rivne — nearly 600 people for reserve and
arms service®. Percentage of mobilized people in comparison to the general quantity of the
local population constituted 50-65%. For instance, 60% of working male population of
Kamin-Kashyrskyi area were mobilized in the first year of the war’.

As early as on 31 July 1914, general N.Ivanov issued an order to impose military
censorship on the entire theater of combat operations and adjacent territories®. Since
then, a military censorship department was created in the headquarters of the command-
er-in-chief of the South-Western Front. It took over the organization of military censor-
ship points and the creation of a censorship network on the frontline, particularly in
Volyn region.

> bpycuaos A.A. Mon Bocnomunanus. — Mocksa, 1946. — C.66.

> IOIAK Vkpainu. — ©.442. — On.864. — Cup.237. — Apk.15.

* Jeprxasunit apxiB Bomuucsioi 06 (JABO) — ©.416. — Or.1. — Cp.60. — Apk.56—-66.

5 Jem’anwx O. 3axinna Bomuue: rtearp 6oitoux aiit ITepuoi ceiTosoi Biitau // BilicbkoBo-Hayxosmii BicHuk. — Bum.9. - J1.,
2007. - C.52.

¢ JTABO.-®.3. - Om.1. - Cip.1284. — Apk.65-69.

7 Henucrox B. Jliromac Kaminp-Kammprmumnu: icropuxo-kpaesnasumii napuc. — JIyupi, 2001. — C.63.

¢ IIJIAK Vkpaiau. — ©.1600. - On.1. - Cup.549. — Apk.14.

Yipaincoxuii icmopuunuti acypras. — 2022. - N6



Volyn Region in the Period of Combat Actions Deployment on the Eastern Front of the World WarI (1914-1916) 149

During 4-9 August 1914, military censorship points were formed at Volyn.
The powers of the Zhytomyr’s military censor were performed by the head of the Volyn
regional gendarmerie, colonel Mezentsev. Captain Zhinkin was appointed as Rivne’s mil-
itary censor, retired colonel Modestov was appointed for Novohrad-Volynskyi, and cap-
tain Bagration-Davidov was appointed for Dubno’. It should be noted that, already in the
first autumn months of 1914, these points showed effective work: secret correspondence
was intercepted, several scouts were caught, maps with notes of the location of Russian
military units were seized.

In August — September 1914, voluntary-based infirmaries and hospitals appeared in
the frontline regions. The number of beds in them ranged from 70 to 200. In August, an
infirmary named after the Volyn eparchial priesthood was opened in the premises of the
Zhytomyr Women’s Theological College'. The medical building of the Volyn Theological
Seminary was given for the needs of the wounded.

Since the beginning of the World War I, units of the 3rd, 4th and Sth Russian armies,
headquarters, hospitals, and infirmaries have been located in the cities and villages of the
Volyn region. The following units were stationed in Zhytomyr: Sth Infantry Division
of the IX Army Corps, 17th Arkhangelogorodsk Infantry Regiment, 19th Kostroma
Infantry Regiment, 20th Galitskiy Infantry Regiment. The 42nd Yakutia Infantry
Regiment was located in Kremenets; the 126th Rylsk Infantry Regiment — in Ostroh,
the 128th Starooskol Infantry Regiment — in Iziaslav, and the 18th Vologda Infantry
Regiment — in Novohrad-Volynskyi''.

In August, the personnel of the 11th Hussar Izium Regiment, the 43rd Okhotsk Infantry
Regiment, the 44th Kamchatka Infantry Regiment, and the 11th Infantry Division of the
XI Army Corps were stationed in Lutsk'. Since June, units of the 125th Kursk Infantry
Regiment, the 127th Putivl Infantry Regiment, the 21st Sapper Battalion, the 4th Convoy
Battalion, and the 32nd Infantry Division of the XI Army Corps were stationed in Rivne®.

The headquarters of the 11th Cavalry Division, the command, the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
batteries of the 11th Artillery Brigade, the 18th and 19th cavalry artillery batteries, the
32nd Chuhuiv Dragoon Regiment, the 41st Selenginskiy Infantry Regiment, and 4th Don
Cossacks Battery were stationed in Dubno. Separate squadrons of the 32nd Chuhuiv Dragoon
Regiment were stationed in the villages of Myrohoshcha, Kniahynyn, and Pohoriltsi*.

The first armed clashes between the Russian and the Austro-Hungarian troops in
the Volyn region took place on 2 August 1914. As a result of enemy attacks in the villages
of Kovel, Dubno, Volodymyr-Volynskyi and Starokostiantyniv districts, 178 peasant yards
were partially destroyed, working equipment and crops were damaged®’.

On 3-4 August, the Austro-Hungarian army shelled the city of Volodymyr-Volynskyi
and the district: a railway station in the district capital was destroyed, five houses and
more than a dozen of outbuildings were burned down'.

At the beginning of August, among the volosts of Volodymyr-Volynskyi district, the
Porytsk district suffered the greatest losses, in particular, the villages of Samovolia and
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Shcheniutyn, where 81 estates were burned"”. The town of Porytsk was destroyed and
burned by Austro-Hungarian troops. The neighboring Hrybovets district was slightly less
damaged. Soldiers of the 68th Borodino Infantry Regiment came to help the residents of
Volodymyr-Volynskyi district, and scattered the Austrian cavalry as well as drove the ene-
my out of the county.

Then, on 8-9 August 1914, the Austrian artillery fired on the town of Radyvyliv,
in Kremenets district, and the town of Druzhkopil, in Volodymyr-Volynskyi district,
without significant damage to the local population. During the same time, the town of
Volochysk in the Starokostiantyniv district was also shelled — the barracks and the house
of the local priest burned down. However, it should be noted that Volochysk also suffered
from Russian troops. They blew up the railway station'®.

Local officials urged the population to remain calm and not to panic. At the meet-
ing of mayors and elders of the Volyn region, which took place on 7 September in the
region’s capital, it was noted that the cities which are part of the active army — Dubno,
Kovel, Kremenets, Volodymyr-Volynskyi — are in particularly unfavorable conditions.
Mayor of Volodymyr-Volynskyi noted that the city is completely deprived of the possibili-
ty to receive the basic necessities since all railway communications of the city are occupied
exclusively by the material for the construction of the railway".

In order to combat the progressive deficit of food and basic necessities (flour, cere-
als, salt, sugar, tea, kerosene, coal, firewood, matches, etc.) and to prevent the spread of
speculation in frontline districts, the authorities introduced the allowance, which were
issued to families of the mobilized to troops. By the beginning of 1915, rations worth
45 813 rub. had been issued to 4280 families of those mobilized in twelve Volyn district
towns. The military and church boards of trustees joined the maintenance of military
families. According to the Volyn Diocesan Gazette, 20 458 families of the mobilized for
the war received material assistance at the end of 1914 and the beginning of 1915%.

In the spring of 1915, the situation on the Eastern Front began to change in favor of
the Central Powers. In May — June, Russian troops were unprepared for a breakthrough
by Austro-Hungarian and German troops of the Russian defensive positions in the
Gorlice — Tarnéw area. The Russians were forced to retreat and defend the line of Chetm -
Volodymyr-Volynskyi — Brody — Buchach®. Initially, the refugees were placed in the area of
Lutsk, Volodymyr-Volynskyi — Dubno?®, and, later, in camps near Rivne and Zhytomyr.

At the beginning of the summer of 1915, the Volyn region was gradually being filled
with refugees from Galicia, whose placement in the front line undoubtedly became a mis-
take of the Russian military command. With the advance of the front line to the east,
they had to be evacuated further and further to the rear. A.Vlodarchyk, an eyewitness to
those events, recalled: “Refugees and military convoys were moving in different directions
on the Lutsk road (tract). They said that grain had been burned behind them, and there
was no water in the wells”*.

In June 1915, a telegram was sent to the Lutsk military executor stating that
376 peasant families with property on carts were moving from Horokhiv to Lutsk. They

CeibckoxossiicTBeHHbIE XpOHUKH Bonbrackoit rybepruu. Ausaps 1915. — XKuromup, 1915. - C.15.

¥ MAXKO. - @.1. - Om.44. - Cup.505. — Apk.3-4, 8.

¥ ITABO. - @.3. - On.1. - Crip.1284. — Apk.59.

Bosnprackue emapxuansubie Begomoct. — 1915, — Ne7. — C.10.

Haymenxo 4. JTo icropii 6oitosux aiit va Boymni nig gac ITepmof citooi siftku // Munysne i cygacne Bomusi ta ITomices:
Cropiuku BoenHoi icTopii kpato. — Bur.30. — C.160.

#2  TIIIAK VYkpainu. — ©.278. — Om.1. - Cnp.751. - Apk.21.

» Baodapuux A. Brixaui (6bxenwi) 3 pigaux ocens 8 1915 p. (Crorap 3 ITepmoi citooi siitnu) // Jlitormc Bomuni. — 1967.
-4.9.-C.55.

Yipaincoxuii icmopuunuti acypras. — 2022. - N6



Volyn Region in the Period of Combat Actions Deployment on the Eastern Front of the World WarI (1914-1916) 151

were evicted from the Horodetskyi district of Halychyna by a circular order of 27 May
1915 by Governor-General of Halychyna G.Bobrinskiy*.

Mostly, refugees from Halychyna passing through the Volyn region had to take care
of their own protection and take care of each other®. A typical picture of that time was
told by a refugee from Halychyna: «A guard came to us, inspected carts, horses and cattle
and said that in Rivne the government buys cattle for meat for the army and pays well,
and horses and carts can be sold in Zhytomyr™.

At the background of the changing situation at the front, there was a lack of funds
to meet the needs of the army and to finance local programs. Gradually, a significant por-
tion of non-military funds was withdrawn from local budgets. For example, the Rivne
City Duma included in the costs covered by special funds the following expenses: rent of
premises for the army, insurance of city buildings allocated for the assembly point, main-
tenance of families of reserve ranks and militia soldiers mobilized for active service, various
costs associated with circumstances of wartime?’.

In the summer of 1915, the territory of Western Volyn finally entered the theater of
military actions. Austro-Hungarian troops gradually began to conquer the settlements of
Volyn province by the forces of the 1st Army from July and the 2nd Army from August
1915. This led to the retreat and redeployment of Russian troops, as well as additional
mobilization measures.

In a report to the head of the Warsaw Local Brigade, the Kovel District Military
Commander, Colonel Puchkov, pointed out that all district citizens, who had been sub-
ject to military service, had been mobilized in July 1914, on 20 September 1914, and on 1
April 1915%. In total, by October 1915, 170 000 people had been drafted from the Volyn
region for military service, including almost 68 000 reservists, 40 000 first-class soldiers,
and about 60 000 conscripts®.

The local population began to become even more involved in the construction of
fortifications, digging ditches, pulling wire, and arranging defensive lines. All discharged
men between the ages of 18 and 45 were mobilized for military service. Since, for the most
part, these were unpaid jobs, the locals tried to become hired by the landlords. Refugees
from Galicia were often involved in ancillary work.

In August 1915, Austro-Hungarian troops began advancing towards Volodymyr-
Volynskyi. However, the successful actions of the 3rd Russian Army under the command of
Infantry General L.Lesh near Chetm suspended this offensive for a short time. In a few days,
the Austro-Hungarian troops managed to reach the line of Turiisk — Volodymyr-Volynskyi.
On 16 August 1915, the 11th and the Buh Armies captured Kovel, Volodymyr-Volynskyi,
and Horokhiv?.

There was a threat of capture of Lutsk by the Austrians, as the city was in the zone of
the least concentration of the Russian militaries. By order of the Supreme Commander-
in-Chief of the Russian troops, almost half of the personnel of the 8th Army were trans-
ferred to the north to level the advantage of the Austrian armies, which was on the line of
Kovel — Volodymyr-Volynskyi®'.
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The troops of the Western Front, under pressure from the Austrian and German
troops, retreated in the direction of Ratno — Kobryn, as a result of which a gap between
the flanks of the two fronts — the South-Western and the West — formed. The South-
Western Front stopped on the line of Brody — Lutsk — Chortoryisk.

In August — September 1915, the Russian command, in order to prevent the encircle-
ment of its troops, decided to make a general retreat along the entire front. The most im-
portant state institutions and local authorities were hastily evacuated. So, on 16 August, in a
hurry and without the evacuation plan, the Lutsk city council was evacuated to Zhytomyr.
District documents, plans of city lands, current affairs since 1912, books on birth and death,
marriage and divorce as well as other less important documents were taken out®. Employees
of local institutions were fired due to military circumstances on 15 August 1915%.

Totally, by the middle of the autumn of 1915, six counties of the Volyn region were evac-
uated: Kovel, Volodymyr-Volynskyi, Lutsk, Dubno, Ostroh and Rivne. Novohrad-Volynskyi,
Zhytomyr, and Kremenets districts as well as city of Zhytomyr were preparing for evacuation.

In the territories of the Volyn province occupied by German and Austrian troops, the
local population was involved in the reconstruction of destroyed administrative buildings,
bridges and crossings; repair of communications and roads damaged by the retreating Russian
troops; construction of defensive fortifications. In addition, horses and livestock were confis-
cated from the local population. Signs in Austrian and German appeared on the streets of the
settlements. District recordkeeping was being gradually transferred to the German language.

Austro-German troops conducted a series of successful military operations against the
Russian army in the Volyn region, which led to its retreat near Rivne in a relatively short
time. On 1 September, the 1st Austro-Hungarian Army launched an offensive on Dubno,
and the 4th Army launched an offensive on Rivne. After the capture of Dubno, the com-
mander of the Ist Austro-Hungarian Army, General Dankl, launched an offensive on Rivne.

At this time, the commander of the 8th Army had already managed to stabilize the
front through the efforts of units led by Lieutenant General S.Stelnitskiy and Major
General A.Denikin.

At the beginning of September, after the XXXIX Army Corps were joined by the 4th
Iron (Zheleznaya) Rifle Division at station Klevan in Rivne district, General S.Stelnitskiy
took a defensive position on the right flank of the 8th Army along the Stubla river. In
addition, General A.Brusilov sent a convoy squadron and the Orenburg Cossack Division
northeast of Rivne to the Oleksandriia area as well as the 7th and the 11th cavalry di-
visions to the region near Derazhnia®. Thus, the commander of the 8th Army covered
Rivne, where the headquarters of the South-Western Front was at that time, by the troops
semicircle and reduced the positional gap with the Western Front. The rapid retreat of the
Russian army and the prompt redeployment of units of the 8th Army in the Rivne area
made it possible to suspend the Austrian offensive.

The changes that took place on the Eastern Front of the World War I in
August — September 1915 had a negative impact on the situation of the population of
Western Volyn. Among the local population, there begun the large-scale propaganda in
the frontline areas to destroy food and property so that they would not reach the enemy.
In some districts the destruction of crops, the burning of estates, mills, and bridges be-
came widespread. The local, mostly rural, population left their homes and moved deep
into the Russian Empire, following the retreating parts of the Russian army.
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Meanwhile, General A.Brusilov, realizing that the forces at his disposal would not
be able to hold back the Austrian offensive for a long time, demanded strengthening
forces from the commander-in-chief of the armies of the South-Western Front General
N.Ivanov. To strengthen the 8th Army, the XXX Army Corps was sent, led by Lieutenant
General A.Zayonchkovskiy, who was immediately sent to the area of the village Stepan to
strengthen the right flank of the army.

Having received strengthening, General A.Brusilov developed a plan of enemy coun-
terattack with the involvement of personnel of the XXX and XXXIX army corps, the 7th
Cavalry Division and the 4th Iron Rifle Division, i. e. with the whole right flank of the
army. The ultimate goal of the counteroffensive was to transfer the front to the line of the
rivers Styr and Ikva and to conquer back Lutsk and Rozhyshche®.

On 23 September 1915, as a result of a counteroffensive by General A.Denikin’s 4th
Iron Rifle Division, Lutsk was liberated for a few days. The morning attack was preceded
by night shelling by the division commander. For a successful operation, A.Denikin received
the following higher military rank of lieutenant general. During the battles for Lutsk, the
4th Iron Rifle Division captured 158 officers and 9773 soldiers of the Austrian army*. At
the same time, the division itself suffered significantly due to losing about 40% of its staft.

A few days later, fearing an attack by German units coming from Kovel on the right
flank of the 8th Army, the commander-in-chief of the South-Western Front General
N.Ivanov ordered General A.Brusilov to withdraw his army to the Berestiany — Olyka —
Mlyniv line. However, this tactical scheme did not work, since large land and cavalry
forces could not have been secretly transferred across Volyn Polissia. In order to prevent
the Germans from wedging into their right flank and tearing it away from the 3rd Army,
which at that time was part of the Western Front, General A.Brusilov was forced to
stretch the right front of the army to Kolky and then to Kukhotska Volia®.

During the autumn battles of 1915, the area and population around Kovel,
Chortoryisk, Kolky, and Manevychi were severely damaged. In particular, many destroyed
farms remained in the villages of Bilyn, Kolodii, Vovchok, Horodok, Yablunka, and
Cherevakha®. Residents of Derazhnia, Diatkovychi, Klevan and partly Rivne districts suf-
fered the greatest losses among Rivne area®.

As a result of the autumn operation by General A.Brusilov’s 8th Army, the front start-
ed winter along the line of Kremenets — Dytiatychi — Dubno — Pereshiv — Khromiakovo —
Bohuslavka — Kulykovychi — Chortoryisk — Bilska Volia — Loknytsia*. We have to state that
the last military operation in 1915 on the territory of Volyn province was the December offen-
sive of the troops of the South-Western Front near Dubno, which ended in failure.

The stabilization of the front and the coming winter prompted the Austro-
Hungarian and Russian commands to create a continuous line of defensive buildings and
fortifications along the entire line of confrontation. Depending on the strategic impor-
tance and features of the area, the defensive lines stretched for 5-9 km in depth of the
area. For their construction, local residents were involved as well as materials from brick
and stone buildings of nearby settlements were used.
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In the spring of 1916, the Russian command carried out large-scale engineering work on
the future oftensive in the Volyn province. For the covered movement of Russian units to the
enemy’s lines of defense, engineering bridgeheads were created, which consisted of 6-8 parallel
interconnected trenches located at a distance of 70-100 meters from each other.

On the eve of the offensive in the spring of 1916, a large part of the Russian army was
concentrated on the South-Western Front. However, information on its number, techni-
cal equipment and combat capability varies considerably. That said, the participant of the
World War I, General of Infantry A.Zayonchkovskiy gives the following numerical and
qualitative indicators: 19,5 corps and 11-12 cavalry divisions (a total of about 510 000
bayonets) “!. Instead, the Russian military historian A.Utkin believes that the number of
Russian soldiers in troops of General A.Brusilov (40 infantry and 15 cavalry divisions)
was 573 000 bayonets and 60 000 sabers, 1770 heavy and 168 light canons®.

In contrast to the Western and Northern Fronts, the Russian forces on the South-
Western Front were evenly distributed, which allowed General A.Brusilov to plan an of-
fensive on the enemy’s position in small offensive groups at a distance of 450-550 km.

At the Military Council in Mohyliov, on 1 April 1916, discussing the program of
hostilities for the current year, the commander-in-chief of the South-Western Front
General A.Brusilov, expressed the opinion that his armies were capable of effectively ad-
vancing and achieving certain successes. As a result, A.Brusilov received permission to
prepare an offensive. However, he also was warned by General of Infantry M.Alekseev
that heavy artillery and a large number of ammunition of the army of the South-Western
Front will not be provided.

On the eve of the offensive of the South-Western Front, General A.Brusilov had
four armies at his disposal, of which two armies were in the territory of the Volyn region:
the 8th Army managed by General of the Cavalry A.Kaledin and partially (in Southern
Volyn) the 11th Army managed by General of the Cavalry V.Sakharov*.

The 8th Army, which occupied the front in the Kovel direction from the village
Ostrovsk, where it bordered on the 3rd Army of the Western Front, to the vil-
lage Bohuslavka, included: IV Cavalry Corps (commander - Lieutenant General
Ya.Gillenshchmidt), XLVI Army Corps (commander — Lieutenant General N.Istomin),
V Siberian Cavalry Corps (commander — Lieutenant General LVelyashev), XXX Army
Corps (commander — Lieutenant General A.Zayonchkovskiy); in the Lutsk direction
from the village Bohuslavka to the village Detynychi: XXIX Army Corps (commander —
Lieutenant General S.Stelnitskiy), XL Army Corps (commander — General of the Infantry
N.Kashtalinskiy), VIII Army Corps (commander — Lieutenant General V.Dragomirov),
XXXII Army Corps (commander — Lieutenant General I.Fedotov)*. The 8th Army re-
serve included units of the 100th Infantry Division in the Stepan area as well as the 7th
Cavalry Division in the Derazhnia area, the 2nd Finnish Infantry Division and the 12th
Cavalry Division south of Rivne.

Russian troops in the Volyn region were opposed by the 4th Austrian Army of
Archduke Joseph Ferdinand as part of General A. von Linsingen’s army group near Kovel
and General E.Bem-Ermoli’s army group near Lutsk.

The 8th Russian Army was opposed by: the 270th Reserve Regiment, the 9th and 1st
Cavalry Divisions, the 11th Honvéd Cavalry Division, the Polish Legion, the 127th Brigade

4 Bationuxoscxuti A.M. Tlepsas muposas Boitna. — Canxr-Ilerepbypr, 2002. — C.535.
YVmxun A.H. Tepsas muposas BoitHa. — Mocksa, 2001. - C.276.
# TABO. - ©.490. - On.1. - Cuip.63. — Apk.14.
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of the 53rd Infantry Division, the 26th Landwehr Division, the 10th Cavalry Division,
4th Infantry Division, 41st Honvéd Cavalry Division, 37th Honvéd Cavalry Division, 2nd
Infantry Division, 70th Honvéd Brigade, 11th Infantry Division, 7th Infantry Division,
36th Landwehr brigade, 46th Infantry Division. The 13th Infantry Division and the brigade
of the 11th Infantry Division were stationed in the reserve behind Lutsk.

On the eve of the offensive of the South-Western Front, the right flank of the
11th Army was in the territory of the Volyn region. The 17th Army Corps (command-
er — General of the Infantry PYakovlev) was located on the line from the eastern bank
of the Ikva river to the village of Popivtsi. The Austro-Hungarian command used the
25th Infantry Division, the 46th Infantry Division, the 7th Cavalry Division, and the 1st
Landwehr Brigade against the Russian troops.

According to the plan of General A.Brusilov, the 8th Army was to attack with two
strike groups. The Sarny group of the XXV Army and IV and V cavalry corps, operating
in the direction of Sarny — Kovel, had to break through to Kovel. The Rivne group of the
8th Army formed with the XL and VIII Army Corps was given an auxiliary role — to take
the enemy’s troops in its grip from the south by the offensive through Lutsk to Kovel.

On 22 May 1916, from 4 o’clock in the morning, artillery shelling of enemy positions
was carried out on the entire South-Western Front. An element of surprise and massive
artillery training allowed the troops of the South-Western Front to achieve significant suc-
cess in attacking the enemy. Later, the commander-in-chief of the South-Western Front
General A.Brusilov pointed out that by noon of 24 May his armies had captured 900 of-
ticers, more than 40 000 non-commissioned officer and soldiers, and a large number of
weapons and military ammunition®.

The most successful breakthrough was made exactly in Volyn by General A.Kaledin’s 8th
Army, in which about 170 000 Russian soldiers took part. The 4th Austrian Army of Archduke
Joseph Ferdinand, involved in the battles against the 8th Army, consisted of 116 000 soldiers.

On 23-26 May 1916, heavy fighting continued on the Rafalivka — Kostiukhnivka
line. The V Siberian Cavalry Corps near the village Kolky and the XXX Army Corps
near the village of Rafalivka could not overcome the enemy’s defensive lines and break
through to Stokhid for a long time. According to the operative report of Major General
N.Dukhonin, on 25 May, the XXX Army Corps pressed the enemy along the entire
front from Styr to Zhuravychi®. On 26 May troops under the command of General
A.Zayonchkovskiy with forces of units of the 80th Infantry Division occupied Kolky,
Roznychi and Kopyllia. On 28 May 1916, the Austrian units launched a counteroffensive
near Kolky in order to set the front line on the Styr river.

On 25 May 1916, the 125th Division and the 1st Brigade of the 102nd Division cap-
tured station Kivertsi and moved in the direction of Lutsk*. On 28 May, the regiments of
the 125th and the 102nd divisions took over Rozhyshche with simultaneously capturing
more than 1000 German soldiers. By July, the front line had been established along the
Stokhid River, 18-20 km west of Rozhyshche.

In the area of the XI. Army Corps, the troops managed to capture the first fortified
strip of the Austrians which had a depth of 2 km. Their army destroyed the X Corps of the
4th Austro-Hungarian Army near Zhornyshche and Olyka. In other places of the break-
through, the first day’s attacks were unsuccesstul. On 24 May 1916, the XL Corps, while
developing its success with the assistance of the VIII Corps, occupied the second fortified
strip, and the next day, pursuing the 2nd and 70th Austrian divisions, captured Lutsk.

© Bpycuaos A.A. Mon Bociomunanus. — C.203.
“  Dpycunoscskuit mpopus Ha Bomuui: paxru, nupu, garu... — C.13.

¥ JIyueky 900 poxis: 1085-1985 / Ynop. B.A.Haxoneunuit. - K., 1985. - C.71.

Yicpaincoxuti icmopuunuti scypraa. — 2022. - N°6



156 Oleksandr Demianiuk, Ihor Soliar

As early as 29 May, Volyn Governor Skarzhinskiy issued an order to the Lutsk mayor,
who was evacuated to Zhytomyr in 1915, demanding him to return to Lutsk together
with the city administration to take up his duties. The main tasks of the mayor were de-
termined as full assistance to the troops, providing food aid to the population and im-
proving the health of the city and the population®.

After a successful offensive on Lutsk on 26 May 1916, the Commander-in-Chief of
the South-Western Front General A.Brusilov issued a directive Ne1594, in which he set the
task for the 8th Army to gain a foothold on the Styr River in the Sokil — Rozhyshche -
Lutsk — Torhovytsia section. He also ordered to continue the offensive on the right flank
to Ostrovski — Novi Chervyshcha — Kashivka — Sokil and on the left flank in the direction
of Torhovytsia — Demydivka. During the offensive operation, Russian troops reached the
river Stokhid near village Mylsk, where they stayed until July 1916.

Less successful was the Russian offensive on Kovel, which was on the verge of the
armies of the South-Western and Western fronts. Although the good time for the devel-
opment of the offensive was lost due to the delay of the commander of the Western Front
General A.Evert, General A.Brusilov decided to attack on 11 June 1916. In particular,
he ordered the 3rd (transferred from the Western Front; commander — General L.Lesh)
and the 8th Army to defeat the enemy and capture the area Horodok — Manevychi.
General L.Lesh had to capture the territory in the direction of Horodok — Manevychi —
Haluziia, and General A.Kaledin had to strike the main blow at Kovel and the auxiliary —
at Volodymyr-Volynskyi. However, the front line moved towards Kovel only for 5-20 km
and was established on the border of Kolky — Kysylyn — Horokhiv.

Fresh German divisions, the 11th Bavarian and the 108th Infantry, appeared in the
area of the 8th Army along the railway towards Kovel. Following them, the 10th German
Corps, hastily transferred from the French front, was redeployed to the Kysylyn area.
Powerful counterattacks by these troops forced the 8th Army, which no longer had more
reserves, to stop the successful advance®.

Fighting continued in the southern part of the Volyn region. In the Horokhiv —
Berestechko — Pliasheva area, the 7th Infantry Division of the 5th Siberian Corps, the
101st and 105th Divisions of the XXXII Army Corps carried out the offensive®. The
need to force water obstacles and fight in the wetlands restrained the Russian offensive.

In early July, after heavy artillery shelling, Russian soldiers of the XXIV Artillery and IV
Cavalry Corps, which formed a part of the 3rd Army, broke through the defenses of General
Hauer’s troops in several places and crossed to the left bank of the Stokhid River near the villages
of Chervyshche, Rudka, and Toboly, and captured the eight-kilometer bridgehead on the flank
and three kilometers in depth®. On 1 July, the troops of the 8th and 3rd armies reached the line
of the Stokhid River and established a front along it from Liubeshiv to the Kovel — Lutsk railway.

On 15 July 1916, the general offensive on the South-Western Front was resumed.
Russian troops of the 3rd and Special Armies (a group formed at the base of guards corps
in early July; commander — General of the Cavalry V.Bezobrazov) managed to push back
the enemy near the villages of Siltse and Trysten, the 8th Army fought near the village
of Kashivka and in the direction of Volodymyr-Volynskyi. One of the most successful
battles took place on 18-19 August 1916, when three right-wing armies of the South-
Western Front simultaneously launched an offensive on enemy positions. At the end of
August, the offensive of the 3rd, 8th and Special Armies near the Stokhid River was very
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unsuccessful. General A.Brusilov ordered the troops of the South-Western Front to move
to active defense.

Therefore, the spring — summer campaign of 1916 was generally successful for the
Russian army. However, the successful breakthrough of the South-Western Front, which
went down in history as the Lutsk (Brusilov’s) breakthrough, did not have an effective
continuation. The autumn of 1916 in the territory of the Volyn region liberated during
the spring-summer offensive of Russian troops, passed quite calmly in the military aspect,
but with elements of growing propaganda of social-democratic parties both among the
soldiers and among the local population. Military confrontation negatively affected the
development of most frontline settlements in the Volyn region.

In Lutsk district, the population suffered significant material damage. The villag-
es in Kolky, Trostianets, Sylno, Rozhyshche and Velytsk districts suffered the most. In
Piddubtsi volost 1139 houses were destroyed and 582 houses were damaged (out of 2399
houses). Derno and Lypno were completely destroyed, while not a single undamaged
building remained in Strumivka and Nyzhnii Hremen*. Retreating from Lutsk, Austro-
Hungarian troops destroyed the power plant, parish school, military barracks and other
utilities. Kovel district was especially devastated — on its territory the longest (compar-
ing to all Western Volyn districts) active fighting took place. Residents of the villages of
Velykyi Obzyr, Toboly, and Borovne suffered the most.

The villages of Varkovychivka and Malyn areas suffered the most among Dubno dis-
trict. The villages of Pidbortsi, Skrakliv, Pidluzhne and Kamenytsia were wiped off the
face of the earth. In Dubno, Austrian troops burned more than 400 buildings and de-
ported about 700 locals to Austro-Hungary. In fact, the city was completely destroyed™,
and the local population was in a «state of complete insolvency»**. Radyvyliv, Kozyn,
Verby, and Krupets were burned down almost completely.

Berezhets and Bilokrynytsia areas suffered the most in Kremenets district. 14 villag-
es and hamlets of Kremenets region were significantly destroyed. In Novooleksynets, 229
out of 247 yards were destroyed with only 142 locals remaining®. In Pochaiv, 36 houses
were destroyed and 90 were damaged with only 72 inhabitants left®.

So, we can conclude that hostilities in the territory of the Volyn region began three times
during the two and a half years of the World War I. During the shelling of the border ob-
jects of the Russian Empire in the August 1914, such Volyn cities as Volodymyr-Volynskyi,
Radyvyliv, Druzhkopil, and Volochysk were damaged. During the summer — autumn cam-
paign of 1915, the front was established directly on the territory of the Volyn region. Harsh
and bloody battles took place in the western districts of Volyn. Austria-Hungary complete-
ly seized the lands of Lutsk, Kovel, and Volodymyr-Volynskyi districts as well as partially
took over Rivne, Dubno and Ostroh districts. The 1916 spring-summer offensive of the
South-Western Front on the territory of the Volyn region (known as Lutsk breakthrough)
was successful. During the summer — autumn offensive (known as Kovel’s operation), the
achievements of the Russian army were much more modest. Uncoordinated actions of the
commanders-in-chief of the adjacent Russian fronts and the strengthening of the defensive
lines by the German army in the area of Kovel did not allow the Russians to develop their
success. In the autumn of 1916, the front line was preserved in the western districts of the
Volyn region and, with minor changes, stayed here until the end of the World War I.
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BoymHcbKa r'y0epHiA B yMOBaX pO3ropTaHHA
OovtoBux aiit Ha CximHoMmy ¢pponTi Ilepmoi cBiToBoi
Biitau (1914—1916 pp.)

Awnorania. Bomnceka ry6epHiﬂ, 3axifiHi MOBITH AKOT Biff 1915 p. cTanmu Micliem BOEHHOTO TIPOTUCTOSHHS,
BIIPOLOBXK Hepmo’f CBITOBOI 3HAYHO MOCTPDKTIANA. Kpaﬁ 6yno HACUYEHO BIMCHKOBUKAMH, IO
BiOOPAsMIOCs HA CTAHOBMIN MICLIEBOrO JIOHY, TYT BimOyimca Kibia MacIITAOHUX onepauiii. Mera
JIOCTiKEHHs — oujHuTH nopii Beymxol BiltHu B pospisi BIUIMBY Ha OKpEMHIl perioH, a TakoXX Mpo-
CTeKUTH nepeGir emisoiB mpoructoanna Ha Cxinnomy ¢ponri, Hacammeper 1915-1916 pp., nepiony,
ko Bomuup Gynma TearpoM axTuBHUX 6GoifoBUX fiit. MeTOZOMOTiA CrIMpaeThCs Ha 3arabHi METORU
aHasisy, CHUHTE3y Ta Y3araJbHEHHs; TPYHTYEThCA HA TMPUHLIMIAX KPUTHYHOTO aHAMi3y apXiBHUX i
JIOKYMEHTATIBHUX JPKEPEI, METOfIAX TIOPIBHABHOTO aHAMIBY JpPKEPeN i HaybaHb icropiorpadii. HayKOBa
HoBuaHa. Ha mipcrasi mamo- Ta HeBiommx poxymenTie 3 apxiBis Bomumceiol, 2Kuromupcskoi,
PiHencrKoi 0671 HiTBEPIYKEHO 3arajibHi TeHIeHIIii nepeGiry nopiit Ilepmof ceiToBof BiftHK Ha TepuTOpIl
Bomusi, chopmyposaro ocobmBocTi OKPEMHX aCTIEKTiB BOEHHOTO JUXOMTTA B 1914-1916 pp. mopo
kpato. BucrHoBku. BomuHcska ryGepHis, sKa Bifj MOYATKy BIHN OTPMMAJIA CTATYC HPUPPOHTOBOL, CTANA
Ha Kibka pokiB Micuem akrusHEX (1915-1916 pp.), srogom nepmanenTHix (1917-1918 pp.) boitoBux
i1, 3HAYHY YaCTHHY MiCHEBUX YONMOBIKIB Oy10 MOOiTiz0BaHO O POCiiichicol apMil, OLTBIICTS AepIKABHIX
YCTAHOB 3aXiTHVIX IOBITiB i TAMTEIITHE HACEJIEHHI EBAKYHOBaHI, IHYPACTPYKTypa Kpako 3a3HaJIA PyHHALI Ta iH.

Kmouosi crosa: Bommn, [epma csitosa siiina, JTympiuit (prcmoncmmﬁ) HPOPHB, BOEHHI Oreparyi.
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